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As a designer, I believe I have the professional 
obligation to address inequality within my 
work. I have the responsibility to provide 
the same quality of spaces to everyone 
regardless of their background or social 
class. Inequality in architecture is evident 
in the design of residential buildings like 
social housing. The frequency of certain 
design features (such as materiality and 
light) often denotes the social class of the 
occupant. An obvious classist feature of 
design which falls into the categories of 
materiality and light could be the concept 
of large glass windows; it is essentially a lot 
more expensive to create spaces which are 
lighter with bigger glass features to let 

natural light into the space. However, because 
nature is something to be experienced 
equally, it could be argued that this is a 
classist design feature as it is not allowing 
people of a lower class to experience nature 
in the same way as the upper classes. The 
Montréal Design Declaration of 2017 stated 
that it is the role of a designer to create a 
world that is “environmentally sustainable, 
economically viable, socially equitable, and 
culturally diverse” (Design, 2020) Therefore, 
it becomes the responsibility of the designer 
to create a space of egalitarian design where 
design solutions allow the space to be tangible 
for everyone regardless of who they are.

“ALL PEOPLE DESERVE TO 
LIVE IN A WELL DESIGNED 
WORLD”

(Montreal Design Declaration, 2017)
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It could it be argued that design will forever 
fail to be equal because budgeting for social 
housing is never enough to sufficiently cover 
materials and labour costs. Robert Peston 
argued that “Grenfell has exposed a systemic 
pattern of poor people being put at risk when 
the state houses them.” (Peston, 2017: 272), 
suggesting that design could never be equal 
until politicians understand and consider 
the lower class as equals to themselves. 
Therefore, I believe it is important as a 
designer to have the responsibility to design 
equally. This provokes a new line of enquiry 
that questions how materials are present in 
design depending on the social status of the 
people who will live there as many have the 
association of materials to different classes.

I believe that materiality should not define a social 
class; materiality should be defined by the rules 
of sustainability. Sustainability is a very current 
common ground between everyone of all social 
classes. Therefore, as a designer, sustainability 
must be considered in all future design to eventually 
blur the lines of inequality in architecture. Everything 
should be ruled by sustainability. This should be 
a way to look forward in future design- materials 
should not be designated via expense and for 
different social classes- materials should be chosen 
based on its ability to improve sustainability in all 
social classes. This new perspective could highlight 
that future life could become equal if the design 
intentions were based around sustainability and full 
inclusivity, therefore reducing the impacts of existing 
systematic inequality on the user of the design.

“ARCHITECTURE
OR
REVOLUTION”

(Corbusier, 1922)
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